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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 8947 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, SOPN, PINT, LE, SY 

SUBJECT: OCCUPATION OF BEIRUT PRESS OFFICES BY SYRIAN TROOPS 

REF: BEIRUT 8932 

I . US JOURNALISTS. WHEN AMERICAN PRESS CORPS PROCEEDED 
FROM COMMODORE HOTEL TO AN NAHAR BUILDING EARLY DEC 20, 

NO RPT NO CONFRONTATION ENSUED. UPI JOURNALISTS DOYLE 
MCMANUS AND DAVID PIERCE AND NEWSWEEK REPORTER TONY 
CLIFTON WERE QUICKLY ALLOWED TO ENTER THEIR OFFICES IN 
AN NAHAR BUILDING, AFTER EXPLAINING WHO THEY WERE TO SYRIAN 
PARATROOP LIEUTENANT IN CHARGE ON THE GROUNDS. BOTH NEWSWEEK 
AND UPI MADE FULL USE OF THEIR OFFICES THROUGHOUT DEC 20. 
INCLUDING TELEPHONES. (THEY HAD NO ELECTRICITY, BUT THIS TOO 
WAS RESTORED EARLY DEC 20.) T.'ORTF.NT LE JOUR STAFF WAS ALSO 
ALLOWED TO ENTER BUILDING AND WORK, ALTHOUGH L'ORIENT, WHICH 
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USES SAMME PRESSES AS AN NAHAR, HAS NOT APPEARED AND PROBABLY 
WILL NOT UNTIL USE OF AN NAHAR PRESSES CAN BE NEGOTIATED. 

SYRIAN FORCES ON THE GROUND WOULD NOT RPT NOT PERMIT TELE- 
VISION AND OTHER CAMERAS TO BE BROUGHT CLOSER THAN SOME 100 
YARDS FROM BUILDING. CLEARLY, EXCLUSION OF US JOURNALISTS 
FROM THEIR OFFICES WAS SIMPLY BECAUSE THEY WERE LOCATED IN 
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AN NAHAR BUILDING. MCMANUS TELLS US THAT OCCUPYING SYRIAN 
FORCE WAS AT OUTSET NOT EVEN AWARE THAT L'ORIENT OCCUPIED 
SAME BUILDING. 

2. WHO IS BEHIND OPERATION? BOTH UPI AND NEWSWEEK CORRE- 
SPONDENTS TELL US THEY ATTEMPTED ALL DAY DEC 20, WITHOUT 
SUCCESS, TO ESTABLISH EXACTLY WHO "GAVE THE ORDER" TO OCCUPY 
AN NAHAR BUILDING. PRESIDENT SARKIS AND HIS STAFF ARE 
UNREACHABLE; ASF LEBANESE LIAISON STAFF CHIEF COL AL-HAJJ 

IS NOT RETURNING CALLS. SYRIAN OFFICER ON THE GROUNDS IS 
TTELLING PRESS THAT HIS ORRDERS COME FROM HIS SYRIAN ARMY 
SUPERIOR AND ULTIMATELY FROM STAFF OF COL AL-HAJJ. HE TOLD 
MCMANUS THAT OCCUPATION WAS "TO PROTECT THE NEWSPAPERS." 

3. MEDIATION INITIATIVES. UNRELATED TO PREVIOUSLY REPORTED 
INITIATIVE UNDERTAKEN BY AN NAHAR EDITOR MICHEL ABU JAWDE 
TO ESTABLISH A "SUPERIOR PRESS COUNCIL" (REFTEL), BEIRUT 
PRESS SYNDICATE MET DEC 20 AND APPARENTLY DECIDED TO PROPOSE 
YET ANOTHER SELF-CENSORSHIP SYSTEM TO PRESIDENT SARKIS. 

4. REOPENING AN NAHAR? WE WERE TOLD EARLY DEC 21 BY 
AMERICAN REPORTERS WHO ARE IN TOUCH WITH AN NAHAR STAFF 

THAT CURRENT PREVALENT EXPECTATION IS THAT AN NAHAR WILL REMAIN 
CLOSED FOR SEVERAL WEEKS. 

5. BY EXTRAORDINARY COINCIDENCE, FIRST ISSUE OF NEW 
FRENCH LANGUAGE BEIRUT DAILY NEWSPAPER, "LE LIBERAL," 

APPEARED ALSO ON DEC 20. LE LIBERAL HAS ITS OFFICES IN 
EAST BEIRUT HEADQUARTERS OF CAMILLE CHAMON'S NATIONAL 
LIBERAL PARTY- WHICH REQUIRES NO FURTHER COMMENT. ON THE 
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LIGHTER SIDE, RESTAURANT IN AN NAHAR BUILDING, HWICH HAS BEEN 
CLOSED FOR MONTHS DUE TO WAR AAND FINALLY REOPENED DEC 18, 

IS NOW AGAIN CLOSED, THIS TIME FOR LACK OF CUSTOMERS. 

HOUGHTON 
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